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The NWT Emergency Plan (the Plan)
establishes a coordination and planning
framework for emergencies that may affect all
or part of the NWT. The Plan outlines how
emergency management partners (all levels of
government, critical infrastructure providers,
non-government organizations, the private
sector, and Indigenous governments) work
together to respond to widespread, large scale
and complex emergencies, ultimately helping
to ensure the safety and security of residents
and visitors.

The Plan, developed under the authority of the
Emergency Management Act, describes the
emergency management framework in the
NWT, and the roles and responsibilities of
departments and partners during emergencies.
It includes:

e adescription of the NWT emergency
management system,

e aframework for relationships with other
departments, governments, and non-
government agencies in preparing for and
responding to emergencies, and

e procedures for the coordination of
responses to territorial emergencies and in
supporting Local Authorities during
emergencies where their capacity has been
exceeded and assistance has been
requested.
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Comprehensive Emergency Management

The Plan outlines the Comprehensive
Emergency Management (CEM) structure
adopted by the GNWT. CEM guides the NWT
to establish emergency management programs
that are based on risk analysis and cover all
four phases of emergency management, and
to develop a response system based on an
incident command system that is supported by
training and exercising.
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Incident Command System

Guided by CEM, the Plan adopts the Incident
Command System (ICS), which is an incident
management tool designed as a standardized
and coordinated approach to manage
emergencies. The Plan provides an
understanding of ICS roles and responsibilities
important for all those involved in response
activities, to ensure inter-operability and that
all first responders are working with common
understanding of the command system.

Page 1 of 2



NWT Emergency Plan

Responsibilities

The Plan assigns responsibilities to GNWT
departments. During an event, all
departments maintain their mandates, and
the Plan articulates additional specific roles
and responsibilities they assume only when
the Plan is activated (roles and responsibilities
are tied to departmental mandates).

Emergency Response Priorities

The Plan identifies eight emergency response
priorities that guide all decision making
throughout any response. These priorities are in
line with global best practice:

1. Provide for the safety and health of all
responders

Save lives

Reduce suffering

Protect public health

Protect critical infrastructure
Protect property

Protect the environment
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Reduce economic and social losses

Response Structure

The Plan articulates escalation of emergency
management responsibilities starting with
individuals and families and outlines the
procedures for the coordination of responses to
emergencies.

A- Federal ’
‘ ‘- Territory: TEMO

* Region: REMO

._- Local Authorities: LEMO I
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2024 Updates to the NWT Emergency Plan

The 2024 updates to the NWT Emergency Plan
include changes to the document format, the
location of where information can be found in
the document, and text has been added to
provide clarity and more fully articulate roles
and responsibilities. The updated Plan also:

e Revises language to better reflect the
purpose of the Plan, which is to establish a
coordination and planning framework for
emergencies and outline how emergency
management partners work together;

e Clarifies roles and responsibilities for Local
Authorities as lead for emergency
management and response coordination as
well as how Indigenous governments, non-
government organizations, and the GNWT
can support;

e C(Clarifies GNWT department and agency
specific roles and responsibilities in
supporting community governments when
their capacity has been exceeded;

e The Evacuation and Hosting Guidelines annex
was revised to clearly state what response
and hosting costs community governments
can seek GNWT reimbursement for in the
event the Disaster Assistance Policy is applied
to a disaster event. This is in response to
requests from community governments for
greater clarify and more information; and

e The Emergency Communications Protocol
annex was revised to better articulate the
GNWT’s approach to emergency related
communications and outlines the tactics that
will be used to communicate emergency
related information to the public.

There were no changes made to roles and
responsibilities as the NWT Emergency Plan is
based on the powers and authorities provided
for in the Act.
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